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PUPILLAGE WRITE-UP – 10 TOP TIPS 

 

TIP 1: DO MINI-PUPILLAGES, NOT JUST TO TICK THE BOX 

 

Completing mini-pupillages may seem like such an obvious point, but mini-pupillages can be 

so much more than just a “tickbox” exercise. While it is not a pre-requisite to undertake a 

mini-pupillage at every set to which you apply, mini-pupillages provide you with a valuable 

and unique insight into the atmosphere and culture of a chambers, alongside the balance 

between practice areas and the type of work undertaken by juniors. You cannot obtain this 

information just from a chambers’  website.  

 

This will not only help to improve your answers on application forms and in interviews by 

allowing them to be personal, but will also help you in deciding whether that particular set is 

one where you can genuinely see yourself building your career.   

 

TIP 2: DON’T GET INTIMIDATED BY BARRISTERS’ PROFILES 

 

It is so easy to become intimidated by barristers’ profiles on chambers’ websites. You will 

read, for example, about how some of your contemporaries have impressive previous 

careers, stellar academics and a lengthy list of awards. This was an aspect of preparing my 

applications that really affected me, and it is so easy to feel inferior, unconfident and put off. 

Don’t be. Embrace your own individual achievements and relish the opportunity to show 

them off.  

 

TIP 3: DON’T TAKE A “SCATTERGUN” APPROACH 

 

Applying for pupillage is often referred to as a “numbers game’ and, as such, applicants are 

frequently told to apply to as many chambers as possible. By taking this approach, it’s easy 

to write 25 rushed, identical applications thinking the odds will be better if you apply to 

more chambers. 

 

However, it’s really important not to take this “scattergun” approach. Chambers will know 

instantly if you haven’t tailored your applications to each individual set. Instead, focus on 

applying to those chambers that best fit your career aspirations and making sure every 

application is a strong one. 
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TIP 4: TREAT YOUR APPLICATION FORM AS A PIECE OF WRITTEN ADVOCACY 

 

The application stage is the most competitive and it was, therefore, the part of the selection 

process on which I spent the most time. It is important to take the opportunity to display 

your written advocacy skills. Be convincing. This is your chance to show you have an 

essential skill for success at the Bar and persuade the reader to invite you to an interview. 

 

Being concise is key to success at this stage. Chambers receive hundreds of applications each 

year and barristers give up their free time to read them so it is important to make your point 

precisely, directly and quickly. Less is more. Do not feel obliged to meet the word count for 

every question. 

 

TIP 5: KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “PRACTISE” AND “PRACTICE”! 

 

Applications should be checked thoroughly for spelling and grammatical errors. A barrister is 

expected to have meticulous attention to detail and your application form is a medium by 

which you can show you possess this skill.  

 

I was told by a barrister when I was compiling my applications that the worst error an 

applicant can make is misusing the words “practise” and “practice”; this warning has stuck in 

my mind ever since! It may seem obvious, but, remember, “practise” is the verb, “practice” 

is the noun! 

 

Don’t make silly mistakes which could have been corrected by proof-reading. Ask your 

family, friends and careers service to proof read your application before you send it. You 

might think, having read it 100 times yourself, you have spotted everything; this may be 

true, but there is no harm in having an extra pair of eyes to check. 

 

TIP 6: ARRANGE A MOCK INTERVIEW 

 

The careers departments at the BPTC providers are outstanding and many tutors will have 

sat on pupillage committees in the past. My tutors helped me to practise advocacy exercises, 

answer tricky interview questions and approach ethical scenarios, giving me crucial and 

constructive feedback prior to my interviews. This can do wonders for your interview 

strategy and self-confidence. 
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If your university doesn’t hold mock pupillage interviews, usually if you have accepted a 

place on the BPTC your provider will allow you to take full advantage of their careers service 

even before you have started the course. 

 

TIP 7: PREPARATION, PREPARATION, PREPARATION 

 

Know your application form. Read through your application carefully because it is likely that 

it will form the basis of questions at a first round interview.  

 

Know your set. This is really important and knowledge a pupillage committee will expect you 

to have. Who is the Head of Chambers? What significant cases have members been involved 

in over the past year? Has the chambers just won a Legal 500 award?  It’s a good idea to 

follow chambers’ social media pages, as these will often contain the most up to date 

information about chambers’ news. 

 

Be aware. Read a reputable newspaper, follow the Supreme Court and legal bloggers on 

Twitter and sign up to Current Awareness from the Inner Temple Law Library (this emails 

you all the legal news you could possibly wish for on a daily basis). Form opinions on what 

you have read. If the Supreme Court has recently handed down a judgement in your chosen 

area of practice, for example, expect to be asked about it. Is it fair? Would you overturn it? 

How would you have approached arguing the case?  

 

TIP 8: BE PRACTICAL 

 

Always look for the practical elements of any scenario question you are asked. It is easy to 

become overwhelmed and feel the need to demonstrate an impressive legal argument, but 

it is equally, if not more, important to show that you are able to identify a client’s priorities.   

 

TIP 9: FACING THE STATISTICS 

 

Applying for pupillage is frequently compared to the Hunger Games and viewing the success 

statistics can only add to the feeling that the process is indeed something that has been 

taken straight out of a Suzanne Collins novel.  
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If you receive a rejection, it’s important to know how to and be able to deal with it. 

Receiving a rejection is difficult and deflating, but it is crucial not to let a rejection adversely 

affect your performance in your other application forms or interviews. Be critical of yourself, 

but also consider asking the chambers for feedback. Did you make a silly mistake? Did you 

speak too quickly? Did you not show enough of your personality?  Try not to get 

disheartened, but treat it as an invaluable opportunity to reflect on your performance and 

improve your technique before your next interview. 

 

TIP 10: BE YOURSELF 

 

Be yourself and don’t be afraid to show your personality. There is no one “model pupil” and 

pupillage committees are not looking for “the finished product”. Take the opportunity to 

show the pupillage committee who you are, not who you think a pupil barrister should be 


